
HOUSING INITIATIVE TASK GROUP held at COUNCIL OFFICES, LONDON 
ROAD, SAFFRON WALDEN AT 10:00 am on 8 September 2008 
 
Present:  Councillor R H Chamberlain (Chairman). 

Councillors E L Bellingham-Smith, E Hudson, D J Morson. 
 
Tenant Forum Representative:  Mrs E Rogers and Mr S Sproul. 
 
Officers in attendance:  Helen Joy, Roz Millership, Catharine Roberts and 

Sophie Walker. 
 
Also present at the invitation of the Chairman of the Group:  Trevor Burns (Swan 
Housing Association. 

   
 

HTG11 APOLOGIES 
 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E W Hicks and J E 
Menell, S Clarke, L Petrie and J Snares.  
 

HTG12 MINUTES 
 

 Minutes of the meeting held on 7 July 2008 were received, confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 

HTG13 BUSINESS ARISING 
 

 i) Minute HTG8 – Negative Housing Subsidy – Meeting with the 
Minister 
 

 It was understood that nothing further had been heard from the Minister.  Roz 
Millership said that she had been invited to join a user group meeting 
facilitated by the Chartered Institute of Housing.  It was apparent that there 
was a lack of understanding of the rural agenda.  The Chairman of the Group 
said that he would wait developments from the meeting with interest. 
 

HTG14 UPDATE ON HOLLOWAY CRESCENT 
 

 The Chairman of the Group informed the meeting that a local organisation 
entitled “The Holloway Crescent and Close Sheltered Housing 
Redevelopment Concern Group” had made its views known in a letter which 
was circulated at the meeting (attached as an appendix to these minutes).   
 
The Chairman explained that the letter had been submitted on behalf of 53 
residents of Holloway Crescent, Holloway Close and the village of Leaden 
Roding.   
 
They had concerns about the proposed redevelopment of both the existing 
sheltered accommodation site and Holloway Close in Leaden Roding and their 
group represented a good cross section of the community and included 
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council and private tenants plus home owners both young and old.  The group 
wished to work with the council on an appropriate solution for this community.   
 
The Tenant Participation Officer, Helen Joy, expressed the view that all 
tenants in the sheltered accommodation would be very disappointed if the 
redevelopment did not happen.   
 
The Chairman stressed that it was necessary to appreciate that there might be 
opposition to the development but that that fact did not change the fact that 
the site needed to be dealt with. 
 
In answer to a question from the Chairman the Tenant Participation Officer 
detailed the consultation which had happened since the last meeting, 
informing the meeting that at least two visits or meetings with each of the 
tenants involved in the redevelopment had occurred since 16 July.  The 
Tenant Participation Officer said that she had taken notes of the meetings with 
the tenants and there was also feedback recorded on the feedback forms.   
 
At the request of the Chairman Trevor Burns, representing Swan Housing 
Association displayed the plan of the proposed works which had been 
displayed at a public drop-in session on 20 August 2008 from 2-7pm.    There 
had been about 150 people at the session and the “Concern Group” had been 
in attendance.  Five bungalows were being provided for the existing five 
tenants of the sheltered bungalows and these were purpose designed for the 
tenants’ individual requirements.   
 
There were concerns from the tenants of the maisonettes about communal 
heating.  There were also broader concerns regarding: a junction; village life; 
whether extra cars could be accommodated.  Trevor Burns agreed to pursue 
these issues with Planners and Highways.  He said also that, were the project 
to proceed, the Housing Association would rely on funding from a new agency 
to be formed from the Housing Corporation and the English Partnerships. 
called the Housing and Communities Agency.  
 
The Chairman of the Group asked that the Group propose approval of Phase I 
with Phase II subject to further consultation.  It would involve between 15-30 
(at a maximum) dwellings, the type to be subject to consultation with the local 
community.   
 
Councillor E Bellingham-Smith asked that Trevor Burns speak to the 
Highways Department and pursue any issues raised from the consultation 
with all relevant agencies.  She also suggested that he should attend the 
Community Committee at its next meeting.   
 
The meeting noted that the requirements for planning applications and 
Highways consents would give further opportunities for further consultation to 
take place.   
 
In answer to a question on timetabling Trevor Burns said that it would take 
about 3 months to get the planning application through and a year to complete 
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the first phase.   
 
It was agreed that the following recommendation be made to the Community 
Committee  
 

RECOMMENDED that the two phases of development at Holloway 
Crescent and Holloway Close at Leaden Roding be recommended to the 
Community Committee for approval and that the whole proceeds in two 
phases, the first as soon as possible and the second in due course but 
subject to the results of appropriate public consultations and discussions. 
 

HTG15 AFFORDABLE HOUSING DELIVERY PROGRAMME 
 
The meeting received a presentation on affordable housing and Schedule of 
Housing Delivery by Sophie Walker the Housing Enabling and Development 
Officer.  She also described the potential effect being shown on housing 
completions due to the recession.  Members found the report very helpful and 
asked that further such reports be provided to future meetings of the Task 
Group.  
 

HTG16 OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(i) Recycling collections 
 
Mr S Sproul representing the Tenants Forum protested against recently 
publicised restrictions on collecting from cul de sacs.  He agreed to write to 
Mrs Burridge about this so that she would have the opportunity of replying to 
the whole Tenants Forum. 
 
(ii) Void lettings 
 
It was agreed that a report on void lettings should be brought to a future 
meeting of the Group when Russell Goodey would be able to attend.  The 
Head of Housing Management commented that work was now passed to the 
Depot not just to Roalco.  It was agreed that this would form the main subject 
matter for the meeting to be held on 10 November. 
 
(iii) Public Consultation meeting 20 August 2008-09-11 
 
The Head of Housing Management reported that the staff who attended the 
open day had interacted calmly and constructively with the many public 
present enabling valuable discussion and interchange of views and 
information. The Chairman of the Group expressed appreciation of this on 
behalf of the Council. 

 

  The meeting ended at 11 45am 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES 
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